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The time cometh when whoſoever killeth you ſhall | 
think that he doeth Gop ſervice, Jom xvi. 2. 


If any man worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, and 
receive his Mark, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine - 
of the Wrath of Gos, and ſhall be tormented with _ 
fire and brimſtone for ever and ever, Rev. xiv, 
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F HILE Infidels and Philoſo- 
phers, falſly fo called, are by 

every ſpecious artifice undermining 

the foundations of our Religion with- 

out modeſty or reſtraint --- and while 
its profeſſed advocates are in many 
Inſtances expoſing the Cauſe they 
pretend to ſerve- would it not reflect 
the higheſt diffonour upon its ſworn 
friends and allies, were they to ſtand 


by filent and unconcerned, as if | 


aſhamed of the Truth they believe, 
or afraid to appear in its Defence? 
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What Effect the favors, which have 
been lately ſnewn by the clemency of 
this Government, may produce from 
the Members of the Romiſh Church, 
I cannot preſume to foretel : it is ſafe 
however to fear the worſt, that we 
may be armed againſt it; and it is 
already evident, from matter of fact, 
that the youth of this Nation, eſpe- 
cally of the poorer ſort, are in dan- 
ger of being educated in the horrid 
principles of the Church of Rome; 
thouſands having been invited, and 
many received into popiſh Seminaries 
in ſeveral parts of Great Britain. 


Let it not however be ſuppoſed that 
the following Caveat, which is pre- 
pared for the uſe of the Commonalty, 
18 deſigned to attack Perſons of any 
denomination, but 7. hings : it is the, 
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fort of Error, which we mean to 


ſtorm; and Error, which in its Na- 
ture is fatal to the civil and religious 
liberties of Engliſnmen; and which, 
under the ſpecious pretence of Zeal 
for Gop and Truth, is calculated only 
for the meridian of Hell, and would 
make our ſtreets run down, as it has 
done, with the blood of the ſlain. To 
ſay the beſt of it, that can be ſaid, 
Poetry is a moſt horrid compound 
of Idolatry, Superſtition, and Blaſ- 
phemy, and has much more of the 
ſpirit and practice of Paganiſm, mo 
it has of Chriſtianity. | ate 8 


May this little ſpark. of humble 
Zeal for the greateſt, thenobleſt Cauſe 
in the World, be happily inſtrumental 
in kindling a holy flame among thoſe 
who have ſuperior Abilities and warm- 
" A. 3 er 
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er Hearts. Oha principtis. An Evil 
may be ſuppreſſed in its beginning, 
which, when it has gained fome 
ſtrength may baffle all our Efforts 
ever to overcome, 
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A SEASONABLE 


CAUTION, , Oe. 


CORE 
ErRroRs reſpedting Doctrine. 


UR bleſſed Saviour aſſures us that 
one grand part of his divine Commiſ- 

ſion, when he came into this World; was 
to bear witneſs to tbe Truth: which ne- 
ceſſarily implies that there are certain doc- 
trines and articles of Faith ſupernaturally 
revealed in ſacred Writ, and efe#ial to be 
believed; and weare exhorted in the Word of 
Cod earneſtly to contend for ve Faith once 
delivered to the Saints. By doing which 
we would not be underſtood to maintain 
_ Cauſe of Bigotry, but of Trath. + 
Now the. Church of Rome would 
— us to believe that her Pope und 
Councils are infallible, and that theit De- 
crees are to be implicitly received; tho' 
the ſacred Scriptures expreſsly charge us 
64:54 | A 4 not 
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not to acknowledge any external, ſu- 
preme, and infallible Judge in the Church 
of Gop upon earth, Matt. xxili. 8, 9, 10. 
though they command us all to try the 
Spirits whether they be of Gon, and to be- 
ware of falſe Prophets: and though the 
Apoſtles themſelves confeſſed that they had 
no dominion over the Faith of thoſe to — 
they wrote their Epiſtles: what pride and 
preſumption then in any * and his 
Council to pretend to any ſuch thing ! 
There is no other ſupreme univerſal Head 
and infallible Judge in the Church of Gon 
but the Lord Jzsus CRHRTST. 
2. The Church of Rome poſitively 
forbids that the Scriptures ſhould be read 
by the Laity or the common people, and 

therefore they are not allowed to be tranſ- 
lated into the vulgar Tongues : 455 moſt 
infernal Council, the Council of Trent, 
hath declared, that, If any Man ſhall pre- 
ſume to read or have a Bible, what then ? 
why, the penalty is, he may not, nay, he 
canndt be abſolved from his ſins; it is an 
unpardonable Sin: and about ſeven Years | 
after Lutber began to preach, to ſhew how 
much they dreaded the Light of Scripture, 
they bufned two Auſtin Friars for prefer- 
ing the Scriptures to the Pope's decrees. 
yur Saviour tells us to feareb the Scrip- 


cures | 


* es 
tures, and examine and prove ourſelves 
S thereby, whether we be in the Faith ; but 
the church of Rome, like the Phariſees of 
old, would ſhut up the kingdom of hea- 
ven againſt us, by taking away this Key of 
Knowledge;; and would impoſe upon us 
their Traditions and Legendary Tales ; the 
monſtrous Productions of the moſt abomi- 
nable Viſionaries, Necromancers, and Mur- 
derers that.ever lived. 
3. The church of Rome is an Abettor 
and Encourager of the groſſeſt Idolatry, 
by maintaining that it is Iawful to give re- 
ligious Worſhip to a Creature; when our 
bleſſed Saviour tells us that we muſt wor- 
ſhip Gop and him only—that it 1s lawful 
to make an Image of God; though the 
ſecond Commandment. poſitively forbids 
it—and that it is lawful to worſhip Images; 
though the ſame Commandment: ſays, 
Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, nor - 
worſhip them. It is a common practice 
among the Papiſts to pray to the Virgin 
Mary, to departed Saints and Angels and 
is not this rank Idolatry; or what St Paul 
calls doing ſervice unto them which by'1 na- 
tare are no Gods? Gal. iv. 8. | 
4. The Church of Rome directly con- 
Fadicis our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſ- 
18 in her opinion reſpecting the meritori- 
2 ; * ouſneſs 
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#nſne/s of good Works, and reſpecti 
works of ſuprrerogation. For Carisr hints 
ſelf tells his difciples to ſay, when they 
ſhould have done all thoſe things that are 


oommanded them, we are unprofiteble Ser- 


wants : and in many things we all / 
fend; and there is not a juſt man upon 
earth who liveth and finneth not; there 
is not One who can be {aid to do all things 
that are commanded him; how much leſs 
then more than all. And, as to the Arti- 
cles of Juſtification and Salvation, the 
Apoſtles aſſure us that we are juſtified by 
Faith, and not by Works, leſt any man 
ſhould boaſt : that we are ſaved by Grace; 
and, if by Grace, it is nv more of Works, 
otherwiſe Grace is no more deter Rom. 
xi. 6. 

5. The Church of Rome enjoins its Mem- 
bers to believe what is contrary to Senſe, 


_ Reaſon, and Religion, in the doctrine of 


Tranſubſtantiation; namely, That the 
Bread or Wafer in the Sacrament is after 
Conſecration changed into the 7rue and 


very Body of Jzsus CHRIST; which is not 


only abſurd and irrational, but profane 
and blaſphemous. 0 

6. The Church of Rome gives the lie 
to the Word of Gov, by aſſerting that 
Cunisr crucified is not the only divine and 


5 g proper 
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r Satrifice fot fin, and by offering up 
ain and again the ſame e and 
11 1 an Maſs, which can never take away 
ſin: for by one offering of himſelf once 
offered, and offered once for all, our in- 
Carnate Gop hath for ever perfecded them 

that are ſanctified. 

Here then, you have a very ſhort Cata- 
logue of the fundamental and fatal Errors 
of Popery ; which are of ſuch a nature as 
to render the Salvation of thoſe who ad- 
here to them impoſſible upon the Prinet- 
ples of the ChAfian Religion. Beware 
therefore, teſt ye alſo, being led away 
with the Errors of theſe unhappy Apoſ- 
tates from the Truth, fall from your bun 
ſtedfaſtneſs; but grow in grace, and in the 


3 of our Lord and Saviour pt 
CurisT. 


CG: B00 n e 


The ERRORSAS of Paper defrattiv 7 
| practical Religion. 6 


. HE Papiſts profeſs and avow 8 
blaſphemous doctrine of venial Sin 
and th ey 2 that, there are ſome 00 

| which 
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which of their own nature do not render a 


Man guilty of eternal death, but only of 


temporal 1 though the Scriptures 
0 


aſſert, in ſo many plain words, that the 
Wages of Sin, of all ſin, of every ſin, is 8 
death; and that the wrath of Go p is re- 
vealed from heaven againſt all unrighte- 
ouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men, This 
horrible doctrine of the veniality of ſin from 
the ſiightne/s of the Matter in which fin is 
er is an encouragement to pick- 
ing and ſtealing, to lying and dae 
uncharitableneſs and cruelty, to ſay é 


more. Whereas, every idle Word e 


men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give account 
thereof at the day of Judgment. 

2. The papal Indulgencies and Pardons 
granted by the Pope and the Romiſh Prieſts 


are in their nature blaſphemous, and in 


their unavoidable tendency. injurious to 
practical piety ; nay, they are a ſanction 
to licentiouſneſs of every kind: they pre- 
tend that they can pardon the fault, abſolyę 
from the guilt, and remit from the puniſh- 
ment of ſin: whereas, who can forgiye 
fin but Gop only? But you may pur- 
chaſe in the Church of Rome, not only 
Pardons for ſins already committed, but 
for thoſe that ſhall be committed; ſo; that 2 


pay one may "Fo! himſelf. impuviry 


1 up 


L 131 
W upon paying the rate that i is ſet upon any 
in he hath a mind to commit. And, fo 
JW cculy is Popery the Mother of Abominations, 
that if any one hath wherewithal to Pay, 
he may not only be indulged in his pre- 
ſent tranſgreſſions, but may be even per- 
mitted to tranſgreſs in future. See the 
hiſtory of Leo the Xth, and the following 
Account of the ſeveral ſums ſet 191 the 
ſeveral Sins. 

For the Carnal Knowledge of Mother,” 
Siſter, &c. five Sixpences. 


For debauching a Virgin, fix Sixpences. E 


For Perjury, ditto. . 

For a Woman that deſtroys her livre 
Child within her, five Sixpences. 

For him who kills his Father, Mother, 
Brother, Siſter, Wite, one Crown and five 


Groats. | 
N. B. This actutfed: Doctrine of 1. 


dulgencies was one of the great Evils 
againſt which that bold Reformer, e 
proteſted with ſuch holy, burning Zeal. 


3. It might be very eaſy to ſhew, what g 


hach been demonſtrated by a pious Writer 
of the laſt Century, that, upon the prin- 
ciples of Popery, neither the real Worſhip 
of God, nor ſound Chriſtian Knowledge, nor 

«Saving Faith, nor true Repentance, are at 


Ve neceſſary to Salvation. 4 
The 


1 4 1. 

The exerciſe of Chriſtian Graces is not 
at all needful in their Members. Nay, 
there are many heinous Crimes which are 
reckoned Virtues among them; fuch as 

their adoration of Relics; and perjury 
and murder, when committed againſt He- 
retics, fo called; for it is no ſin with 
them tobear falſe witneſs againſt Proteſtants, 
when their life or eſtate is concerned. 

4. With all their pretended regard and 
hypocritical Zeal for good Works, uni- 
verſal hiſtory ſnews that there is more na- 
tional Wickedneſs and Treachery prac- 
ticed by thoſe people, whoſe religious pro- 
feſſion is Popery, than by any other Nations 
under the whole heavens. N 

So that, if the Grace of Gop which 
bringeth ſalvation teacheth us to deny all 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 4 be 

2 rcuieh people unto the Loxp, zealous 

good Works, it muſt oblige us to ab- 
hor, deteſt, and abjure the horrid abomi- 
natigns 1 the Chupen of Rome, — 3 
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Te true Spirit of Popery illuſtrated by 
| Matter of Fat. 


T HE. Spirit and Genius of the Chrif- 
tian Religion is every where repreſent- 
ed by our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſ- 
tles as a Spirit of Meekneſs, Kindneſs, 
Gentleneſs, Benevolence, and Love ; and 
nathing but this Spirit and Temper of 
Mind .can ever conſtitute us his Diſciples 
and Followers: without it, though we un- 
derſtood all Myſteries, could Work Mira- 
cles, ſhould give our Bady to be burned, 
and all our goods to teed the poor, ws we 
nothing. 275 

What then does — big 
to think of that reli afeſſion, which 
breathes the very Spirit of Cruelty. and 
Murder? And, if there be any proof in 
undeniable and repeated Facts, his is the 


Spirit of Popery ; for it has never diſco- 
vered any thing like the Meekneſs and 
Gentlepefs of Curisr, where it has had 
any Opportunity of exerciſing its accurſed 
Tyranny: it has never ſhewn the leaſt re- 
* or compaſſion to Dignity, Age, or Sex, 


when 


1611 
when it has been oppoſed : all alike have 
4 fallen a prey to its mercileſs and unre- 
1 lenting Power. FS 
The renowned John Wicklife, equally 

eminent for his Learning and Piety, was 
| taken up out of his peaceful Grave ſome ' 
Il years after his burial to be burned; and 
for what? for believing, among other 
things, that the Scriptures are to be pre- 
ferred to the Decrees of the Pope and his 
Cardinals—that the Church of Rome is 
not the ſupreme Head over all , Churches 
—and that the Bread uſed in the Sacra- 
ment after conſecration is Bread ſtill. 
Y. Sir William Chatris was burned becauſe: 
he ſaid, he would not worſhip the Croſs 
on which CHRIS IH ſuffered, but only 
CaxrisT who ſuffered upon the Croſs and 
becauſe he believed that every Prieſt and 
Deacon is more bound to - preach the 
word of Gop, than to ſay the canonical 
hours. f rang n 1 * | 
Sir John Oldcaſtle, Lord Cobham, was 
ll excommunicated and pronounced accurſed 

| by the impious Sentence of a Popiſh Arch- . 
il biſhop, with three Biſnops in council aſ- 
ſembled, for oppoſing the worſhip of Ima- 
ges, the idolatry of the Maſs, the neceſſity: - 
of-Pilgrimages and Penance, and the ado—- 
CST. Ye of ration 


r 
ration of the holy Relics of Martyrs, Con- 
feſſors, Kc. | F | 
Fohn Hus, a very eminent Preacher at 
Bohemia, was condemned to be burned ; 
notwithſtanding the Petition and Remon- 
ſtrances of the King, the Nobles, and the 
Commons in his favour ; and the Articles, 
for which the ſentence of death was paſt 
upon him, were as follow: He believed 
that the Sacrament ought to be adminiſ- 
tered to the people in both kinds that 
the conſecrated Bread was not the material 
Body of CHRIST - that John Wickliffe died 
in a ſtate of Salvation that the predeſti- 
nate ſhall infallibly be ſaved that the pa- 
pal dignity was not of divine appointment 
that the Pope, his Cardinals and Clergy, 
did not conſtitute the true Church of 
CnRISsT, &c. &c. He was committed to 
the flames, and, by the expreſs order of 
the Biſhops, who were preſent at the Exe- 
cution, - before the faggots were lighted. 
under his poor body, they. cut off the ſkin of 
the crown of bis head with a pair of Shears. . 
There is another tragical hiſtory of the 
famous learned and godly martyr of CRRIs T, 
Jerome of Prague; Maſter of arts of ſeve- 
ral Univerſities; who was remarkable for 
Eloquence, Philoſophy, and Divinity ; but, 
nevertheleſs fell a * to theſe incar- 
8 | nate 
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of diſtioguiſhed and highly honoured Wit- 


[8] 
nate Devils, the Monſters of the Churck 
of Rome, who ſent him alſo, not to the 
Devil, as they wiſhed, but to Heaven, in 
a Chariot of fire. 

Dr Martin Luther, that wonderful Cham- 
pion, that living Martyr for the Cauſe of 
CnrrsT and Truth, ſaw ſuch a ſtri& Uni- 
on between Satan and the Papacy in op- 
poſition to Chriſtianity, that he was wont 
always to join the Pope and the Devil to- 
gether as ſworn. Allies in the ſame infernat . 
Cauſe. r 

The Time would fail me to enumerate 
the many Inſtances of cruelty and barba- 
rity, which might be produced, to ſhew 
that the Spirit of Popery, in its very Na- 
ture and Tendency, is a diſgrace to any 
religious Profeſſion : and it is always the 
ame; it never changes. Witneſs the 

loody Scenes in Queen Mary's days. Wit- 
neſs the Martyrdom of that great Cloud 
neſſes for the Truth, Archbiſhop Canter, a 
Biſhop Latimer, Ridley, Hooper ; Dr Ro- 
gers, Barnes, Taylor; Mrs Aſtew, Lady. 
Fane Grey, Mr Juſtice Saunders, Biſhop-. 
Farrar ; wich many others; who were not. 
only ſentenced to ſuffer death, but treated 
in a moſt beaſtly and indecent manner by 
thoſe two inhuman Brutes, Bonner, then 


L 19 }: 
Biſhop of London, and Gardiner, Biſhop 
of. Wincheſter. I have only recited the 
preceding Inſtances to give a ſhort ſketch' 
of the Spirit of Popery, which is exhi- 
bited at large in % Book of Martyrs, _ 
It is indeed enough to pjerce an heart 
of ſtone to read of the barbarous Cruelties 
exerciſed for more than five hundred years 
upon the peor Proteſtants, particularly in 
Bobemia, Germany, Poland, France, S am, 
ah, Portugal, the low Countries, England, 
= Scotland; and Ireland :. in all which places 
the blood of the Saints hath run down. 
like a River: and, as if to murder them 
were not ſufficient, they have even invent- 
ed and ſtudied to torment them, by _y 
ing them by the feet, by the hands, | 
the middle on a beam, by the hair of the 
head, on tenters, pouring melted lead: in- 
to their limbs, boiling in caldrons, and 
„„ ane. OTTER 
The poor Waldenſes, living in and 
about the Vallies.of Piedmont, vere ſtript 
naked and whipped to death with rods of 
iron; were drawn through the'ftreets.ard 
burnt with fire brands; were thrown down 
from high towers; were cut in pieces with 
tharp knives; their Women were racked, 
their Virgins raviſhed in a barhatpus man- 
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ner ul they died, and their Children pull- 


ed by violence out of their Parents womb. 


So very wr.” th in 1655, ſome thou- 
ſands, who would not turn Papiſts, were 


forced to fly for their lives in the depths 


of ſnow and ice, and old, infant 
and ſuckling ; aud chi thoſe, who did not or 
could not fly, were deſtroyed, near thirty 
thouſand ſouls, by every poſſible kind of 
torment that the Wickedneſs of men and 
devils could imagine. 

I might be particular in relating the 


horrible Circumſtances of the 1riſþ Maſſa- 


cre, and the more horrible proceedings 


of the Spaniſh Inquiſition; but ſurely enough 


has been ſaid to ſhew, from tub born matters 


of fall, that the 8 of * is che . 
711 add the Devil. 


447 
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m. chan of 9 is the Antichriſt 
een 25 in are, Writ. 7 255 
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* HE man eidekabcn deſcriptions that 


the holy Ghoſt hath given us in- 
New T eNumege a * ANTICHRIST,.1 is e 


1 21 4 
be found in Rev. xvii. where the Anti- 
chriſt is repreſented to us by. the follow- 
ing Names and diſtinguiſhing Circumſtan- 
ces. 1. As the great Whore that fitteth 
upon many Waters, with whom the kings 
of the earth have committed fornication, 
and the inhabitants of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her forni- 
cation. 2. As a Woman, ſitting upon a 
ſcarlet coloured Beaſt, full of names of 
Blaſphemy, having ſeven heads and ten 
horns: and the woman was arrayed in 

rple and ſcarlet colour, and decked 
with gold and precious ſtones and Tan 
having a golden cup in her hand, full 
of abominations and filthineſs of her for- 
nication. 3. Upon her forehead was a 
name written, MySTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HarLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS or THE EARTH. 4. She 
was drunk with the blood of the Saints, 
and with the blood of the Martyrs of Jzsvs. 

Now THE CHURCH or Ron, or what 
is commonly called Por xxx, is this great 
Whore ; for there is no other body. of pro- 
feſſing people in Chriſtendom: Ra have ſo 
declined or adulterated from the holy 


Headſhip, Doctrine, Example, and. Go: : 3 2 


vernment of IEsus CHRIST, havin ſet up 
1 Ware FOO; and univega 
e B 3 Church, 


Head of the 17 


3 
ner till they died, and their Children pull- 
ed by violence out of their Parents womb. 

So very lately as in 1655, ſome. thou- 
ſands, who would not turn Papiſts, were 
forced to fly for their lives in the depths 
of ſnow and ice, young and old, infant 
and ſuckling ; and thoſe, who did not or 
could not fly, were deſtroyed, near thirty 
_ thouſand ſouls, by every poſſible kind of 
torment that the Wickedneſs of men and 
devils could imagine. 

I might be particular in relating the 
horrible Circumſtances of the 1riſþ Maſſa- 
cre, and the more horrible proceedings 
of the Spaniſh Inquiſition ; but ſurely enough 
has been ſaid to ſhew, from ſtubborn matters 
of fait, that the _ of ht Þ is the * 
rit of the Devil. 
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be Church of Rome is the Antichriſt 
alen of in ee Writ, 


HE moſt remarkable deſcription, * 
the holy Ghoſt hath given us in- the 


Newꝛ Teſtament of THE ANTICHRIST,.1s to 
be 


1 ar 4 
be found in Rev. xvii. where the Anti- 
chriſt is repreſented to us by. the follow- 
ing Names and diſtinguiſhing Circumſtan- 
ces. 1. As the great Whore that ſitteth 
upon many Waters, with whom the kings 
of the earth have committed fornication, 
and the inhabitants of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her forni- 
cation. 2. As a Woman, ſitting upon a 
ſcarlet coloured Beaſt, full of names of 
Blaſphemy, having ſeven heads and ten 
horns: and the woman was arrayed in 
purple and ſcarlet colour, and decked 
with gold and precious ſtones and 5 
having a golden cup in her hand, full 
of abominations and filthineſs of her for- 
nication. 3. Upon her forehead was a 
name written, ' MysTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MoTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 4. She 
was drunk with the blood of the Saints, 
and with the blood of the Martyrs of IEsus. 

Now THz CavRcH or RoME, or what 
is commonly called Pop ERV, is this great 
Whore: for there is no other body of pro- 
feſſing people in Chriſtendom that have ſo 
declined or adulterated from the holy 
Headſhip, Doctrine, Example, and Go- 
vernment of IEsus CRISH, having ſet up 
another vi/ible, and univenſal Head of the 
L 2 B 3 Church, 
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Church, in his ſtead; whoſe Laws and 
* Edicts they prefer before the precepts 
| and authority of Jzsus CaRisT, and hath 
made Idols of Saints, Angels, Relics and 
| Images : and the kings of the earth, as 
"if the Emperor of Germany, the kings of 
'F France, Spain, Pertugal, and England, and 
the Inhabitants of theſe Kingdoms, have 
for many Centuries drank of the wine of | 
her ſpiritual fornication, by adoring the 
Pope, by worſhiping the Virgin Mary, 
and by idolizing the Crucifix, the Holt, 
and even the Pictures of their departed 
Saints. 

The Church of Rome is the Woman fit- 
ing upon a ſcarlet-coloured Beaſt, &c. &c. 
For ſhe makes uſe of the ſecular Power, 
the civil Sword to ſupport her; upon which 
ſhe ſits and rides in great pomp, claiming 
a Supremacy over other Kingdoms, and 
uſurping a Power to depoſe and excom- 
municate Princes, who do not ſubmit to 
her Authority: the royal Robes of the 
Pope and' his Cardinals are ſcarlet : this 
Beaft, the Pope, ſetteth in the Temple of 
Gop, and whoſoever denieth his Infallibi- - 

lity and diſobeyeth his Commands is ſaid 
to incur the Sin of Idolatry: he is called 
the Lamb of Goo, the Light of the World, 


& c. his Decrees are ſaid to be of as great 
| authority 
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authority as the Scriptures themſelves: 
his Prieſts are ſa id to be able to make a 
very CHRIST out of a Wafer, &c. &c. 
What horrid Blaſphemies are theſe! 

Popery 1s the Mother of Harlots, and Abo- 
minations of the earth, &c. for it is unde- 
niably notorious that the Church of Rome 
tolerates the moſt abominable Whore- 
doms, and Fornication, by her prieſtly 
Abſolutions, ſelling Pardons, Indulgen- 
cies, Diſpenſations, and encourages the 
greateſt ſpiritual Abominations, by wor- 
ſhipping the work of their hands, Idols 
of gold and filver, and braſs, and ſtone, 
and wood; which neither can fee, nor hear, 
nor go: and every body knows that ſhe 
has rivers of the blood of Saints and of 
the Martyrs of JE SUs: the numbers ſhe 
hath deſtroyed in the moſt inhuman and 
barbarous manner in every part of the 
chriſtian world are paſt counting : ſhe hath 
made herſelf drunk therewith. 

Many other Marks and Proofs, that the 
Church of Rome is the Antichriff ſpoken 
of in ſacred Writ, might be produced ; 
but let theſe ſuffice to excite our abhorrence 
and deteſtation of that great Whore, that 
Mother of Harlots and Abominations of 


the Earth. 
B 4 CRAP; 


E 


F. N. 
Articles F Faith and Practice eſſential 70 


our Salvation. 


I; 
Of Faith in the holy Trinity. 


HERE is but one living and true 
Gop, of infinite Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs ; and in Unity of this Godhead, 
there be three Perſons, of one Subſtance, 
Power, and Eternity, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. 

Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 

1 John v. 7. For there are Three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three are One. | 

2 Cor. xiii. 14. The Grace of our Lord 
Jesvs CnrisrT, and the Love of Gov, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with you all, 


Ul. Of 
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IT. 
Of the Son of Gob, who was made Man. 


The Son, who is the very and eternal 
Gop, took Man's nature, ſo that the God- 
head and Manhood were joined together 
in one Perſon, whereof is one CHRIST, 
very Gop and very Man, who died to re- 
concile his Father to us, and to be a Sa- 
crifice for the original Guilt and actual 
Sins of Men. 

John 1. 1, 14. The Word was Gop; and 
the Word was made fleſh. 

John x. 30 I and my Father are One. 

2 Cor. v. 18. All Things are of Gon, 
who hath reconciled us to himſelf by IEsus 
CHRIST. 

Hieb. ix. 26, 28. He appeared to put 
away ſin by the Sacrifice of himſelf; and 
he was once offered to bear the Sins of 


many. 
III. 


Of the ſufficiency of the holy * for 
Salvation, 


The holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament contain in them all Things 
neceſſary to Salvation. 

2 Tim. iii. 15, The holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wiſe unto 

Salvation 
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Salvation through Faith which is in CnRTST 
Jesvs. | 
Ja. viii. 20. To the Law and to the 
Teſtimony ; if they ſpeak not according 


to this Word, it is becauſe there is no 
Light in them. 


IV. 
Of Free Will. 


The Condition of Man, ſince the Fall, 
is ſuch, that; through the Corruption of 
his Nature, which 1s very far gone from 
original Righteouſneſs, he cannot turn 
and prepare himſelf to Faith and calling 
upon Gop, without the Grace of CHRIST 
preventing and working with him. 

Rom. viii. 8. They that are in the fleſh 
cannot pleaſe Gov. 

Fobn xv. 5. Without me ye can do no- 
thing. | 

Phil. 11. 13. It is Gop which worketh 
in you, both to wi and to do. 


V. 
Of the Fuſtification of Man. 


We are accounted righteous before 
Gop only for the Merit of our Lord and 
| | Saviour 
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Saviour Ixsus CurisT by Faith alone, and 
not for our own Works, or deſervings. 
Rom. iii. 27, 28. Where is boaſting then? 
it is excluded. By what Law? of Works ? 
Nay ; but by the Law of Faith. There- 
fore we conclude, that a Man 1s juſtified 
by Faith, without the deeds of the Law. 
Eph. ii. 8, 9. For by Grace are ye ſaved, 
through Faith ; and that not of yourſelves, 
it is the gift of Gop: not of Works, leaft 


any man ſhould boaſt, 
OTE 
0, Good Works. 

Although good works, which are the 
fruits of faith, and follow after juſtifica- 
tion, cannot put away our fins, recom- 
mend us to the divine favour, or entitle 
us to eternal life;. yet are they pleaſing 
and acceptable to Gop in CHRIST, and 
do neceſſarily ſpring out of true and ſav- 
ing Faith; ſo that by them a lively Faith 
may be as evidently known as a Tree is 


diſcerned by the Fruit. 
James ii. 17. Faith, if it have not works 


is dead, being alone. 
Matt. vii. 17, 20. Every good Tree 
bringeth forth good fruit: wherefore, by 


their F ruits ye ſhall know them. | 
| Heb. 
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Heb. xiii. 16. To do good and to com- 
municate, forget not; for with ſuch Sa- 
crifices Gop is well pleaſed. 

Luke xvii. 10, When ye ſhall hgve done 
all thoſe things which are commanded 
you, ſay, We are unprofitable Servants ; 
we have done that which was our duty 
to do. 

Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the 
Name of our Lord JESsus CHRIST, that ye 
all ſpeak and think the ſame thing re- 
ſpecting this important and fundamental 
Article of the Chriſtian Religion and that 
there be no diviſions among ye, but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the 
ſame Mind and in the ſame Judgment 
earneſtly contending for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints and endeavouring 
to adorn the doctrine of Gob our Savi- | 
our in all things. 


VII. 


Of Repentance towards Go p. 


Repentance is a thing allowed by all 
profeſſing Chriſtians to be eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to our Salvation: for it is written, 
« Except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh;” and 
again, «© Gon now commandeth all men 
e eyery where to repent;” and again, «Re- 

« pent 
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te pent and be converted, that your ſins 
« may be blotted out.“ 

The queſtion then is, Wherein does true 
Repentance conſiſt? In general, we are 
told in the word of Gop, that it is a godly 
ſorrow for fin which worketh repentance 
unto Salvation, never to be repented of. 
But, in particular, true Repentance con- 
tains in it theſe four things, not one of 
which is neceſſarily included in the pe- 
nance enjoined by the Church of Rome. 

1. It contains in it an unfeigned lament- 
ing and bewailing of our ſins, our ſinful 
Nature and Practices, on account of which 
we are expoſed to the wrath of Gop and 
eternal death: no concern for fin that falls 
ſhort of this temper and diſpoſition of heart 
ought to be conſidered as true, ſcriptural 
Repentance. - 

2. It includes in it a penitent Confeſſion 
of our fins and offences to that Gob againſt 
whom they have been committed ; ac- 
knowledging that we have provoked moſt 
juſtly his wrath and indignation. againſt 
us, and that we deſerve to be puniſhed 
with . everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of the Lox D and from the glory of 
his power: if we are enabled through the 
Grace of God thus to confeſs our iniquities 


and to be ſorry for our ſins, then Gopis faith- 
| tul 
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ful and juſt in forgiving us our ſins, and hath 
granted us that Repentance which is unto 
life. 

3. It contains in it an earneſt crying 
unto Gop for the pardon of our fins, not 
on account of the worthineſs of our Re- 


pentance or of any conditional Goodneſs 


in us or in our performances, but for the 
alone ſake of the Sacrifice, Mediation, 
Sufferings and Interceſſion of JESUS 
CHRIST H; who died for our ſins; who 
was made in for us; and in whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of Sins : for through him, 
and him alone, is preached unto us the 


remiſſion of ſins ; neither is there Salvation 


in any other, for there is none other name 

iven under heaven among men where- 
by we muſt be ſaved, but that of JESUS 
CHRIST: unto him ſhall men come; and 
all, who will not come to him for the 
Repentance and Remiſſion of fins, which 
he is exalted at the right hand of Gop to 
give, ſhall be aſhamed and confounded at 
the judgment of the great day. 

4. It includes 1n its very nature an hear- 
ty and ſincere Deſign to reform in heart 
and life; to turn away from the wicked- 
neſs that we have committed, and to do 


that which is lawful and right; to bring 


forth fruits meet for repentance; to caſt 
away 


WS 
away all our tranſgreffions, and to ſerve 
and pleaſe Gop 1n righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs all the days of our lives. For he 
that confeſſeth and for/aketb- his fin, ſhall 
find Mercy. Let the wicked forſake his 
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and let him return unto the Lorp, and he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our 
Gop, for he willabundantly pardon. There- 
fore now alſo, thus ſaith the LoRD, Turn 
ye even to me with all your heart, with 
weeping, faſting, and praying; and rend 
your hearts and not your garments, and 
turn unto the LoR D; for he is merciful 
and gracious, and low to anger, plente- 
ous in goodneſs, pardoning iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion, and fin. 

The abſolute Neceſſity of this Repent- 
ance 1n order to Salvation 1s too clearly 
revealed in every-part of the Bible to need 
any particular proof: and the Utility and 
Excellency of it is very beautifully ſet 
before us in the fifteenth Chapter of St 
Luke's Goſpel throughout. Study then to- 
know your miſerable ſtate by nature and 
practice; conſider the great evil and dan- 
ger of ſin; forget not, that without re- 
pentance you mult inevitably periſh ; and 
remember that it is the gift of CHRIST. 
Afﬀk therefore, 3 and you ſhall n 
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and you ſhall find Knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto you: for every one that aſk- 
eth, receiveth; and he, who ſeeketh, find- 
eth; and to him, who knocketh, it ſhall 
be opened. 

N. B. See this ſubject conſidered and 


explained very largely in Sermons upon 
the _— firſt P/alm. 


VIII. 
of ſaving Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Whitherſoever the Apoſtles went, after 
the Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Saviour into 
heaven, they preached Repentance towards 
Gob, and Faith in our Lord Jesvs CHRIST, 
as equally and eſſentially neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. It becomes us therefore, as we 
regard the eternal Salvation of our Souls, 
very particularly and ſeriouſly to enquire 
into the Nature of that Faith which, who- 
ſoever hath, ſhall be ſaved. _. 

Here then the Queſtion is, What is that 
ſaving Faith in our Lord Jzsus CHRIST of 
which the ſcriptures ſo very frequently 
ſpeak, and upon which they ſo much in- 
fiſt? It is that Grace, whereby we receive. 
and reſt upon CHRIS r alone for preſent and 
eternal Salvation, as he is propoſed to us 
in the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed G. 

* 
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Many people are apt to think that it is 
ſuſſicient to believe that the Bible is the 
word of Gop, that CuxISsT died for ſin- 
ners, that Gov is merciful, and the like 


but in this ſenſe, the very Devils believe 


and tremble : they believe the truth of the 
Bible—they believe that Gob is merciful— 
they believe that IEsus the Son of Gap was 
crucified for finners—and yet they do not 
believe to the ſaving of their Souls, The 
Faith of a real Chriſtian therefore muſt be 


ſaving Faith, it ſhould be remembered, 


that it preſuppoſeth a Knowledge, Convic- 
alledting Senſe of our loſt eſtate ; 
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into which our ſins have plunged us. that 
| N C there 
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there is no health in us—that we cannot 


by any works and performances, by any 


prayers and tears, by any acts of piety and 
morality, remove the diſpleaſure, reſtore 
the image, or recover the favour and glory 
of Gop, which we have forfeited : for th 

that be whole need not a Phyfician ; and 
our bleſſed Saviour came from heaven to 


| feek and to ſave them that were loſt. So 


that we mult ſee and fee! our Miſery and 
Weakneſs before we can heartily apply 
to Him, who is mighty to ſave, the great 
Phyſician of Souls. 4 
We muſt alſo preſuppoſe in true and 
ſaving Faith, a 5 and belief of 


the /ufficiency and willingneſs of Cuxisr to 


ſave: for, if we do not believe the ability 
and willingneſs of ChRIsr to fave us, how 
can we truſt in him and reſt upon him for 
that purpoſe? We muſt be convinced that 


he is able and wifting to ſave to the utter- 


moſt; or elſe, what can induce us to come 
unto Gop by him? 


* 


Once more; ſaving Faith in our Lord 
Jzesvs CnrisT is, in its true Nature, not, 
a Notion in the Underſtanding, nor the be- 
lief of certain Propoſitions upon ſufficient 
Evidence, but it 1s a Grace in the Heart: 
and from the account we have of it in va- 
rious paſſages of the New Teſtament, it 

| | may 


5 

may be ſaid to conſiſt chiefly in accepting, 
taking, or conſenting to receive the Lord 
Jesvs in his Perſon, Works, and Offices, as 
he is offered to us in the Goſpel: and that, 
ſo as to depend entirely upon his Atone- 
ment and Obedience unto death for our 
Pardon and Juſtification in the fight of 
Gon—upon his almighty Grace and Spirit 
to ſanctify and renew us, and to keep us 
in all his righteous ways—and upon his 
ever-living Intercèſſion for us at the right 
hand of God in heaven, for our conti- 

nual Acceptance, Hope, Peace, and Joy. 
This is that Faith, which is the Gift of 
God to all who are ſaved by his Grace 
through the Redemption which is in 
CurrsT Jesvs—which. purifieth the heart 
— which overcometh the world — and 
which worketh by love: which produceth 
ſuch Love to CHRIST, as conſtrains the 
real Chriſtian to 0 Him to every thing; 
to give him his heart; to follow him, as 
his Prophet, his Prieſt, and his King; and. 
no longer to live to himſelf but unto him 
who died for him. | . 
The Faith of the Goſpel therefore is not 
an implicit Credit to the Decrees, the Tra- 
ditions, the Falſhoods of the Church of 
Rome —it is not a Fancy, a pious Delu- 
ſion, but a powerful, a glorious Reality: 
e 2 It 
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it is, as an Apoſtle defines it, the Sub/ftance 
of things hoped for, and the Evidence, the 
certain and undeniable Evidence of things 
not ſeen: it is that divine, active, lively 
Principle which diſcovers the Vanity of all 
things temporal, when compared with things 
eternal: it was for his Faith that Abraham 
was called the Friend of God; and it was 
by the ſame wonderful Grace that Moſes 
eſteemed the reproaches of CHRISH greater 
riches than all the treaſures of Egypt. 

But, if this be ſaving Faith, how rare 

| a thing it is! How many hear of CurisrT, 

h who never believe in him! Nay, and what 
numbers are there, who profeſs to be his 
diſciples and followers, who are ſtrangers | 
to this kind of faith! And how unlikely is - Þ 

it that thedeluded members of the Romiſh | 
Chrrch ſhould poſſeſs this Faith, fince they | 
Tan ſeldom hear the Scriptures preached, 
and are forbidden to read them: for we 
are expreſly told, that, Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and bearing by the Word of Gd. 
Examine yourſelves therefore whether 
ye be in the Faith; prove your own ſelves; 
knowing that, if you live and die deſtitute 
of this Grace, you have nothing to expect 
but to a en with everlaſting Keſtrockion 

from the preſence of the Loxp, n 
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ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints and 


admired in all them that beheye. 


IX. 
Of the Obedience of Faith. 


The ſacred Writings have given this re- 
markable Title to that Obedience which 
is required and expected from every One 
who is poſſeſſed of Repentance towards 
God and Faith in our Lord JEsus Cuxlsr: 
it is called the Obedience of Faith, becauſe 
Faith is the principle and life of i it: and, 
though it is certain-that we are juſtified by 
Faith, and not by the works of the law, i it 
is as certain that Faith without works js 
dead, being alone: though i it is true that 
we are ſaved by Grace, and not by works, 
leſt any man ſhould boaſt; it is as true that 
the Grace of Gop which bringeth Salva» 
tion teacheth us that, denying all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, rightequſly and godly in this 
preſent World: and though we can never 
obtain Salvation for, or on accgunt of our 
Obedience, yet, what ſhall the end be of 
them who know not God and obey not 
the Goſpel of aur Lord and Saviour Jzsvs 
CuxisT ? their end ſhall be Deſtruction. 
In ſhort, his Servants ye are whom ye 
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and Mercy, by ſpending it in the public 


K 

obey, whether of Sin unto Death, or of 

Obedience unto Righteouſneſs. | 
The Obedience pe can in the Goſpel, 
not as the Condition of our Acceptance into 
the favor of Gon, nor as our Title of ad- 
miſſion into the kingdom of heaven, but 
as the fruit of Faith and the Evidence of 
our unfeigned truſt in CHRIS r for Salva- 
tion, has been generally called evangelical 
Obedience: and it may be ſaid to compre- 
hend in it the following grand particulars. 
1. A delight in the Law of God. In the 
word of Gop in general, and in the moral 
Law in particular, and in every one of 
the precepts it contains; whether they re- 
quire us to knew the true God, who and 
what he is, to acknowledge him, truſt in 
him, love him, and obey him accordingly - 
—to abſtain from every kind and appear- 
ance of Idolatry, by invoking Saints, ador- 
ing Relics, worſhipping Images and Pic- 
tures, or by giving that eſteem, reverence 
and love to any Creature, which are due 
to Gop alone—not to take the holy Name 
of Gop in vain, either by hypocritical 


Prayers, perjury, profane ſwearing, or in 


our familiar diſcourſe—to remember the 
Sabbath-day to ſanctify it, by ceaſing from 
all works but works of Piety, Neceſſity, 


and 
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and private Worſhip of Gop, and devat- 
ing it to his praiſe and glory—to give ho- 
nour, love and obedience to all to whom 
they are due—to bear no malice or hatred 
within our hearts to be ſober, temperate, 
and chaſte in thought, word, and deed 
to be true and juſt in all our dealings 
to keep our tongues from evil- ſpeaking, 
lying, and flandering—and to be content 
with ſuch things as we have. All theſe 
things, the holy, juſt, and good Law of 
-Gop commands. in all theſe things is the 
delight of -every real Chriſtian ; and .tho' 
in many things he may and does offend, 
yet he can fay out of the abundance of 
his heart, « Lok p, have mercy upon me, 
ce and incline my heart. to Keep this Law.“ 
See Rom. v. 6, 7. 5 
2. Hearing and Reading the Word of God. 
Not indeed merely reading and hearing, 
as if-there were any piety or true Religion 
in reading ſo many Chapters, or in hear- 
ing ſo many Sermons ; but, in obedience 
to the expreſs command of Gom, ſo to 
read, as to mark, learn and inzardly digeſt 
the word of :Gop : which is alfa called the 
Word -of truth, of life, of ſalvation: to 
ſearch the Scriptures, that we may know 
the true, the only way to eternal life: to 
meditate therein day and might, that we 
| | C4 may 
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may obſerve to do according to all things 
that are written therein: to mix faith there- 
with, that we may profit by them: to ſtu- 
dy them, i in order that we may be enlight- 
ened and converted: Pal. xix. 8, g. to be 
directed by them, as our oſt faickful 
Counſellor and Guide: P/al. cxix. 24. and 
to be armed by them Againſt all the temp- 
tations of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil: Epb. vi. 16. 

The Word of Gop is te be beard; 25 
well as read; and for the ſame bleſſed 
purpoſes: this is a duty incumbent upon 
all; and not more our duty than our pri- 
wilege, if we conſult our real, beſt, eternal 
good. Miniſters are commanded to preach 
the word in feaſon, and out of ſeaſon; 
which implies that people are required te 
attend it: it is neceſſaty that they ſhould 
do ſo; for it is the great mean of Salvation 
which Gop himſelf hath appointed : but 
then it is not enough that we only hear it; 
it muſt be heard in a particular manner 
if we would receive the benefit of it: it 
muſt be heard with Prayer with Alten- 
Hon. with Seriouſneſs with Dęſire — with 
Underſtanding — with AMfectien — and with 
Particular Application to our own ſelves. 
0 ithout thele things it will weng no more 
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fpiritual advantage with it to our Souls 
than a tale that 1s told. 

Let us therefore hear and read the Serip- 
tures with hearty prayer to Gop to direct 
us, to open our eyes that we may know 
and underſtand their precious Contents; 
and to give us a right judgment in all 
things. Let us remember that all the 
Truths revealed therein are to be firmly 
believed—all the Precepts to be piouſly re- 
garded all the Threatnings to be conſtantly 
feared and all the exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes to be thankfully em- 
braced. And let us adore and praiſe the 
mercy of that Providence which hath de- 
livered us fo many years from the Curſe 
of Popery, which would have the Serip- 
rures preached in the Latin tongue, and 
which forbids the common people to reaq 
them at all. 

3. Prayer.and Praiſe, Theſe are duties 
neceſſarily implied and included in evan- 
gelical Obedience. In theſe indeed, as in 
every religious Exerciſe, it becomes us te 
be very much upon our guard, leſt we 
fabſtitute . the form of prayer in the place 
of the power thereof: the form of prayer, 
or. ſaying prayers can have no excellency 
in it, where the /pirit of prayer is want- 
_ e it. is no better than a ſolemn 

| | mock- 
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mockery of our Gop to praiſe Him with 
our lips, when our hearts are far from him, 
and we are living in known oppoſition to 

his Word and Will. 
As the Spirit of Prayer and the Spirit'of 
Praiſe are inſeparable—as, wherever there 
is a praying mind, there will be a thank- 
ful heart, it will be ſpeaking upon both 
theſe duties in fact, if we confine our At- 
tention more immediately to the Nature 
of true Prayer. Prayer, whether ſecret 
or public, mental or verbal, is a calling 
upon Gop in the name of CuRisr, with 
the heart and by the aſſiſtance of the holy 
Spirit: or, it 1s the lifting up of the mind 
to Gor through the Mediation of JESUS 
CuRISõ v by the grace of the Spirit, where- 
by we defire ſuch good things as he hath 
promiſed in his Word, in ſubmiſſion to 
his Will. Our Petitions, our Confeſſions, 
and our Thankſgivings, which generally 
make up our Prayers, muſt proceed from 
the heart, otherwiſe they are hypocritzeal 
and offend ' that Gon to whom they 
are preſented. . So that, -/aying prayers 
and praying, are always to be*confidered as 
two very diſtinct things. 3 
Prayer is an act of divine Worſhip : 
which it is impiety, ſacrilege, and idola- 
try to offer up to any, but to the three 
* divine 
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divine Perſons in the one divine Eſſence, 
Praying to the Virgin Mary, to Saints and 
Images, was an 1dolatrous Abomination 
introduced by the Church of Rome four 
hundred years after the death of Cnxisr; 
when himſelf hath expreſsly commanded 
us, ſaying, „Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lozp. 
«& thy Gop, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve,” 

4. The Sacraments, Which are Baptiſm, 
and the Supper of the Lord. A Sacrament, is 
ſome outward and viſible ſign of an in- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace. We muſt be 
careful therefore not to reſt ſatisfied in the 
uſe of the Sign, without obtaining the thing 
ſignified thereby. For inſtance—Baptiſm 
is the Sacramentof our initiation or entrance 
into the viſible Church of CxzisT upon 
earth: it is the external Sign of internal 
Regeneration: it was inſtituted by Cnkisr, 
and it is performed in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 
Ghoſt : it is in the Chriſtian Church, what 
Circumciſion was in the Jewiſh Church, a 
Seal of the-Covenant: the outward and vi- 
ſible Sign is the waſhing of Regeneration, 
the inward and ſpiritual Grace is the renew- 
ing of the holy Ghoſt: the former without 
the latter can profit us nothing. Ry. 
The Lord's Supper is another Inſtitution 
and 1 Ordinance which our bleſſed Saviour 


hath 
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hath appointed: it is a duty and privilege 
of the higheſt ſignification; the whole 
ſcheme of Salvation is repreſented by it, 
as. it is a moſt ſolemn and affecting Com- 
memoration. of. the exceeding great love of 
our Lord and Saviour Ixsus CRIST, who 
loved us and gave himſelf for us an offer- 
ing and a ſacrifice unto Go p; who died 
for our ſins, and roſe again for our juſtifi- 
cation; and is able to fave to the uttermoſt 
all who came unto-Gop by him. 

The true preparation for receiving this 
Sacrament, does not conſiſt in the weekly 
farce of reading over ſuch and ſuch books 
upon the ſubject, but is very finely pointed 
out to us in the following words, © Ye, whe 
« do truly and zarneþly repent you of your 
« fins, have a lively Faith in God's mercy 
« through CHRIST Jesvs, and are in love 
et and charity with your neighbour, and 
et intend to lead a e life, following the 
e Commandments of God, and walking 
« from bencefurtb in his holy ways, draw 
tc near with faith, and take this holy Sacra- 
« ment to your comfort, and make your 
e humble Confeſſion 4 Almighty Gon,” 
&c.—The partaking of the. outward and 
viſible wake while we are deſtitute of the 
inward and ſpiritual Graces of Repentaxce, 
Faith, Love, and an anfeigned Tatention to 

live 
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ve no longer to ourſelves, but unto him 
who died for us; is what the Scriptures 
call eating and drinking the body and blood 
of Cunisr unworthily, Land to our condem- 
nalien. Let every one therefore examine 
himſelf,” and ſo let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup. ö 


CH A P. VI. 
"CONCLUSION. 


E have now made ſome remarks upon 
the fundamental Errors of the Church 
of Rome: we have ſhewn very briefly that 

the Errors of that Church are drire&ly op 
"wineny to the moſt important Truths of th the 
Bible, and, in their nature and Yendency, 
totally ſubverſive of all practical piety and 
morality : 'we have ſeen, from a few Inftan- 
ces out of many, that the Spirit of their re- 
ligious profeſſion is a Spirit of Perſęeution, 
Cruelty, and Barbatity, without any regard 
to Dignity, Learning, Age, or Sex: and we 
have taken a very ſhort view of thoſe Arti- 
cles of Faith and Practice, eh are _ 
tially 
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tially neceſſary to our Salvation. Take 
heed therefore of that Mother of Abomi- 
nations; have thou nothing to do with that 
Church, which under the ſpecious pretence 
of zeal for the Religion of CarisT would 
inſpire thee with ſentiments worſe than 
atheiſtical. 

Chriſtian Reader, Doſt thou believe che 
Scriptures? Do they not poſitively aſſure 
thee that Idolaters ſhall not inherit the king- 
dom of Gob? And is not Popery the very 
nurſe of Idolatry, while it encourages the 
Worſhip of Saints, the Adoration of images, | 
and of the conſecrated bread in the Sacra- 
ment? Are not the worſhippers of the Baby- 
loniſh Beaſt in a damnable Condition? Rev. 
xiii. 14. andxiv.8—11. And that the Church 
of Rome is that Babylon, has been proved 
by ſome of the moſt learned and pious men 
that ever lived. Is it not a moſt dangerous 
thing to truſt in our own Righteouſneſs and 
good Works, inſtead of the Sacrifice and 
Righteouſneſs of our Go p and Saviour ?: 
And yet, the Church of Rome not only 
teaches its members to truſt in their own 
goodneſs, but in the merit of others. Is 
it not a moſt horrible thing to equal or 
preter any thing human to the ſacred Writ- 
ings? Is it not highly dangerous allowedly 
| to 


L 47 1 

to break Gop's commands and to teach 
men ſo? We know thedreadful woes which 
Cunlsr pronounced againſt the Phariſees 
for theſe things: and yet the Church of 
Rome profeſſedly makes the Word of Gop 
of none effect, and teaches her Members 
to do ſo, by her Traditions. | 
Can the Church of Rome then be a 
Church of CHRIST ? Alas! what fellowſhip 
hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſnels ? 
what communion hath light with darkneſs? 
what concord hath CyrisT with Belial? and 
what agreement hath the temple of G0 
with idols? Wherefore, .*< come out from 
among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and 
Daughters, faith the Lozb almighty,” 
2 Cor. vi. 

Let us beware, ſays Archbiſhop Tillot- 
« ſon, of that Church which countenances 
« ſuch a Spirit, which teaches ſuch Doctrines, 
% and which warrants ſuch Practices, as 
« Cur1sr expreſsly forbids; I mean the 
« Church of Rome; in which are taught 
« ſuch Doctrines, as that all who differ 
« from them are to be extirpated by fire 
ec and ſword - ſuch Practices, fo prodigi- 


e ouſly barbarous, as are not to be paral- 
leled 
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ee leled in all the voluminous records of 
cc time from the foundation of the world.“ 


Nor let us forget to be thankful to that 
God, and to reſound his praiſe, who, from 
the time of the glorious Reformation hath 
by a miraculous ſeries of favourable Pro- 
vidences, preſerved e Truth as it is in 


72 Ju, pure and entire in this Nation: let us 


pre the more earneſt heed to it, and hold 


faſt that which we have received, as the 


ſpecial, the | rages gift of- heaven, leſt 
it be taken from us; and let us heartily 
pity and pray for thoſe who are {till fo 


miſerably deluded as to believe the Popiſh 
Lie. 


In a word: the State of the Nation is 
alarming ; the State of Religion 1s much 
more ſo : therefore, as Men, as Citizens, 
as Chriſtians, BEWA R E. 1 
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